Priority-setting ethics in public health.
Unlike the well-developed system of ethical priority-setting that physicians and bioethicists have developed in the field of organ transplantation, public health lacks a standardized and publicly recognized system for making ethical resource allocation decisions. Such a system would be useful for the purpose of countering prejudice-based arguments that tend to hinder the progress of public health programs aimed at marginalized groups. By examining organ transplantation priority-setting criteria as they relate to public health issues, this article seeks to stimulate debate about the varieties of criteria that should and should not be used in public health decision-making.